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Section 1 Guided Reading and Review

Reform in the Gilded Age

A. As You Read
Directions: As you read Section 1 in your textbook, answer the following questions:

1. What two concerns shaped politics in the Gilded Age?

2. What did President Hayes do about corruption at the New York customhouse?

3. What did the Pendleton Act create?

4. What did the Interstate Commerce Act of 1887 do?

5. What were the results of the passage of the Sherman Antitrust Act?

B. Reviewing Key Terms
Directions: Explain the relevance of each term to reform in the Gilded Age.

6. patronage

7. merit

8. civil service

9. interstate commerce
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Reviewing Key Terms

From the box below, choose the term that matches the underlined phrase. Write the let-
ter of the answer in the space provided. You will not use all the answers.

a. merit e. patronage

b. Gilded Age f. Sherman Antitrust Act

c. interstate commerce g. Interstate Commerce Commission
d. civil service h. Civil Service Commission

. During the period from the 1870s to the 1890s, voter turnout was higher than

at any other time.

. By 1900, 40 percent of all federal jobs, except elected positions and those in the

armed forces, fell under this category.

The practice of rewardin litical orters with government jobs led to the
appointment of unqualified people.

. In 1887, Congress passed a law that created the group that was to oversee the

railroad industry.

. In 1890, President Benjamin Harrison signed the act that prohibited trusts or

other businesses from limiting competition.

Understanding the Main Ideas

From the box below, choose the name or term that best completes each sentence. Write
the name or term in the space provided. You will not use all the answers.

labor unions patronage wealthy men
Grover Cleveland Chester Arthur James Garfield

often led to corruption, as some officeholders helped them-

selves to public money.

2. One major concern people had was that were controlling poli-

tics at the expense of the public good.

3. entered the White House in 1881 and tried to limit the spoils
system.

4. Vice President became President upon Garfield’s death.

5. At first, the Sherman Antitrust Act was used to stop , although

later the courts began to use the Sherman Act against monopolies.
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